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And not to a world of misery and frustration,
Injustice, idiocy, hunger and disease ?" *

In other words, man should try to increase beauty till the very
existence becomes Life's beloved Paradise. This 'Palace of
Souls', say Thomas, lives eternally quite in contrast with the
ordinary palaces which men admire only for a few centuries.

This answer satisfies the king who purchases him as a slave
and entrusts him with the work. Now begins the service of
Thomas. He prepares himself to serve the world. Thomas
spends all the money of Gundaphorus in charities, in feeding
the famishing people there. And he thinks he is building a
'Palace of Souls' for the king. He explains to his captain-
friend, who is now a surety to him, thus:

6*To serve these people is to be myself

And to transcend myself."2

Thomas Is not afraid of the consequences of his ecstatic action,.
He Is strong in faith and Intent on executing the divine-
purpose :

"But let come

What will to me: the kingdom of heaven will come,
Whether my work or not:   God sees to that.
Mine is to do whatever needs my hand,

And look no further." 8

This finally leads to the real gospelllng of Thomas. The Indian'
king comes to know of this seeming extravagance and faithless*
ness of his slave, and also gets infuriated on account of the
death of his brother, in consequence of the shock produced by
the loss of the money entrusted to the slave. Then he makes*
up his mind to punish Abbanes and Thomas. The apostle
admits before the king that he has spent the money on beggars
because they have been famishing, and he Is not worried with
the notions of his loyalty or disloyalty to ths king in the action.
Even when the king threatens him with death, he answers that
he Is not afraid of facing death, for he loves the spirit of life
which he enters when he dies. The king Is Inspired with impli-
cit faith in his preachings, as also by the miraculous rising off

1 Ibid, p. 74.
8 Ibid, p. 91.
* Ibid, p. 92.